
Quick Facts on                      
Colorectal Cancer (CRC)

• It’s the second leading cause of 
cancer-related deaths in the US.  
• 56,290 Americans will die this year 
from CRC, of those 7,080 will be 
African Americans.  
• Approximately 145,290 new cases 
will be diagnosed in 2005, with 
16,090 cases being African -
Americans.  
• In Tennessee, 1,220 people will die 
of CRC in 2005.  
• 3,150 Tennesseans will be 
diagnosed with CRC in 2005.
• CRC is the third most common 
cancer in men and in women.
• CRC is the second most common 
cancer in African - American women 
and the third most common in 
African American men.
• The five year survival rate for 
CRC among African - Americans is 
55% (1995-2000).

* Source:  American Cancer Society, 
Facts & Figures 2005
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About the TCCCC:About the TCCCC:

The Tennessee Comprehensive 
Cancer Control Coalition 
(TCCCC) is a diverse group of 
partners and organizations from 
across the state who are 
dedicated to reducing cancer 
incidence, morbidity and 
mortality in Tennessee.

A statewide approach to 
cancer control is the most 
effective way to tackle such a 
monumental public health 
concern.  No single agency or 
organization can meet the 
challenge alone.

Physicians, nurses, other 
health care professionals, 
community leaders, business 
leaders, researchers, survivors 
and cancer advocates who share 
our mission are encouraged to 
join the TCCCC.

Funding for the TCCCC is 
provided by a grant from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Grant Number 
U55/CCU 421981 - 03).
Prepared by Jennifer Murray, 
Epidemiologist, Office of Cancer 
Surveillance, TN Dept of Health.

Visit us on the Web:
www2.state.tn.us/health/ 
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